The British Medical Association.
It was a happy thought which led the members of the British Medical Association to accept the invitation extended to them, and hold their sixty-second annual meeting at Bristol. Bristol is the metropolis of the West. It is noted for the hospitality of its inhabitants, and for the culture and standing of the members of the medical profession which minister to the needs of its population. Clifton Downs, the banks of the Avon, and the surrounding country, are delightful in scenery and aspect, and there are few places where the tired worker can more beneficially commence a holiday.
Dr. Long Fox is deservedly esteemed and beloved. He is the descendant of an old Bristol family which has sent many able men into the medical profession, and his genial presence and gentle bearing won for him golden opinions and unanimous acclamation. The professors of University College and the medical staff of the hospitals vied with each other to make the meeting produce a maximum of pleasure and satisfaction to the visitors both of high and low degree. Altogether it was rightly held that the Bristol meeting will be memorable in the annals of the Association, and that there has been nothing to compare with it since the meetings at Leeds and at Edinburgh. " In regard to tachycardia, lie wished carefully to exclude all cases in which rapid heart action was associated with symptoms of graver disease. The main features in tachycardia are (a) persistent hurry of the pulse, lasting for periods varying from hours to many weeks, during which the pulse is frequent, regular,, small, with sustained rather than high tension; (b) intervals of severe palpitation, attended with precordial pain, notable distress, and a tumultuous action of the heart; (c) a tendency to abrupt onset and equally sudden decline in the attack ; (d) the exciting causes are mental shock and mental or physical prostration. Dr. Powell drew attention to the difficulty in distinguishing between the cases of graver diseases in which the heart disturbance is only one symptom, and those in which it is the manifestation.
In bradycardia, on the other hand, the pulse is slow and there may be intermediate heart beats, and this pulse he had noticed after diphtheria, the acute fevers, and in association with excess of urea in the urine.
The two sources of this affection are (a) neuritis of the cardiac nerves ; (b) a partial inhibition of the cardiac muscle by a morbid condition, e.g., undue acidity of the blood.
